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INSURANCE ACTS COMMITTEE 
OF THE B.M.A. 


A meeting of the Insurance Acts Com- 
mittee was held on April 10 under the 
chairmanship of Dr. E. A. Gregg. Suit- 
able reference was made from the chair to 
the deaths of Sir Henry Brackenbury, who 
was described as the creator of the com- 
mittee, and Dr. E. R. Fothergill, to whom 
was due the original stimulus whereby 
insurance practitioners were brought 
together. 


Application for War Bonus 


The draft memorandum for submission 
to the Ministry of Health in support of 
an application for a war bonus for insur- 
ance practitioners, which had been revised 
after consideration of the observations of 
Panel Committees, was then placed before 
the meeting. Among the points empha- 
sized was that a large number of people 
who were formerly private patients were 
now included in National Health Insur- 
ance. It was also thought that reference 
should be made to the increased amount 
of attendance now required for insured 
women, especially married women. 
working long hours in factories: and 
again to the attendance required for 
patients discharged on health grounds 
from the Services. The additional work 
in respect of this class of patient was 
recognized in the last war by a special 
attendance fee. After various other 
points had been raised and the memo- 
randum adjusted, it was suggested that 
legal .assistance should be obtained. It 
was agreed that the memorandum should 
be submitted for legal criticism and sug- 
gestion. 


Government Consultation with Profession 


Following upon the last meeting of the 
committee, when the resentment of Panel 
Committees and of insurance _practi- 
tioners throughout the country at the 
Government's recent action in increasing 
the insurance income limit without prior 
consultation with the body representative 
of insurance practitioners was conveyed 
to the Ministry, with a request that a 
specific assurance should be given that the 
Minister would return to the precedent 
established in 1916 and consult the Insur- 
ance Acts Committee on all such occa- 
sions, it was now reported that such 
specific assurance had been given. The 
letter read as follows: 


‘The Minister has noted the two resolu- 
tions set out in your letter of February 19, 
and is prepared to give the assurance asked 
for in so far as any proposed changes in 
the National Health Insurance Acts or 
regulations thereunder affect insurance 
medical practitioners. As you are no doubt 
aware, such changes are proposed from time 
to time which in no way affect medical 
practice.” 

Other Business 

A communication from the secretary 
of the Southport Panel Committee stated 
that a number of secondary school 
boys and girls were employed at the 


Post Office and elsewhere for about 
a fortnight during the 1941 school 
holidays, and in this way became 
insured as juvenile contributors. The 
technical position is that juveniles enter- 
ing into National Health Insurance, even 
for one week only, remain entitled to 
medical benefit until they are 16 years of 
age. It was agreed to submit this point 
to the Ministry. 

The Glasgow Panel Committee re- 
quested that the elections of Panel Com- 
mittees be resumed, and it was agreed to 
suggest to the Ministry that Panel Com- 
mittees wishing to do so be permitted to 
arrange for elections. 

The Executive wa8 asked to look into a 
suggestion made oy the Kent Local 
Medical and Panel Committee urging 
some form of publicity aiming at giving to 
the Press current information on medical 
needs and achievements, and asking the 
1.A.C. to explore the possibilities of 
obtaining wider publicity even now, 
despite wartime difficulties. 


THE B.M.A. AT WORK 
EYESIGHT OF WAR FACTORY WORKERS 


The setting up of the National Eye 
Service thirteen years ago was a piece of 
public work of which the Association has 
every title to be proud. It arose out of 
the widespread feeling that the practice 
vf sight-testing by other than qualified 
medical practitioners was not in the best 
interests of the public. Had it not been 
for the war this service would have gone 
on to make new records, but it has, of 
course, suffered from the fact that many 
ophthalmic medical practitioners, like 
others, have joined the Forces, and the 
staffs of dispensing opticians, who hold 
licences from the National Ophthalmic 
Treatment Board which runs the service, 
have been depleted from the same cause. 
Even so, the number of persons examined 
—Approved Society cases, Hospital 
Saving Association cases, and non- 
insurance cases—has shown a satisfactory 
increase every month of the last six over 
the corresponding month of the previous 
year. 

One difficulty has arisen from the very 
success of the movement, for during the 
first year of the war over 165,000 Army 
cases were dealt with under the scheme, 
and this had the effect of stripping the 
dispensing opticians of essential stocks 
and delaying the fulfilment of civil needs. 
But the circumstance was an outstanding 
justification of the service in that the eye- 
sight of the Army was not left to 
medically unqualified people. Maybe a 
sight-testing optician will give correct or 
useful glasses in three cases out of four, 
but the fourth may be a case that he does 
not recognize as one needing medical 
treatment ; so the danger of non-medical 
eye work is serious. 


Inconsistency 


This being the position, it was with a 
good deal of surprise that the Ophthalmic 


‘Group Committee of the Association 


learned at its recent meeting that while 
the eyesight of those in the fighting 
Services is being looked after by medically 
qualified persons, this is thought to be too 
good—or at all events impracticable— 
for those engaged in production in the 
ordnance factories under the Ministry of 
Supply. The Ministry is employing sight- 
testing opticians to attend at the factory 
and give prescriptions to correct optical 
defects. The prescriptions are taken by 
the worker to any optician on the register 
of the Joint Council of Qualified 
Opticians, who supplies glasses on the 
national health insurance scale. The 
factory pays for the examination and the 
worker pays for the glasses. The instruc- 
tions add that there are certain patho- 
logical conditions of the eye with which 
opticians are not able to deal, though 
qualified to detect, and that these cases 
must be referred back to the factory 
medical officer, who, if necessary, will 
seek authority to consult an ophthalmic 
surgeon. But the phrase “qualified to 
detect,” of course, begs the question. 

Inconsistency may be, as Emerson 
remarks, the virtue of great souls, but it is 
a vice in administration. It is quite an 
absurd anomaly that while. for example. 
the members of a gun crew should have 
their eyesight properly attended and safe- 
guarded, the men at the engine lathe or 
the drilling machine, the forge or the 
gun-press. should be left to a medically 
unqualified service. 


Meeting the Situation 


It appears to have been the view of 
those responsible for medical advice to 
the Ministry of Supply that ophthalmic 
practitioners and their auxiliaries, the dis- 
pensing opticians, were depleted in 
numbers to such an extent as not to be 
able to afford the necessary service ; but 
surely the ranks of sight-testing opticians 
are also depleted. At any rate. the 
National Ophthalmic Treatment Board 
was never approached, and when it did 
learn the position it had the greatest diffi- 
culty in ascertaining the number of 
factories to which these instructions 
apply, their location, and the extent of 
the work which would be required, and in 
the absence of such information definite 
proposals are not easy to formulate. 

Nevertheless, the chairman of the 
Group Committee, Mr. Bishop Harman, 
produced to the meeting a scheme for 
carrying out an emergency eye examina- 
tion by ophthalmic medical practitioners, 
providing in the first place for a quick 
sorting-out of subjects, and then for the 
examination of the eyes of those who 
failed to pass the sorting-out test and 
special provision for very “near” 
workers. The scheme secured a con- 
siderable measure of approval, and a 
committee was set up to examine it and 
similar schemes and to form a deputation 
to the Ministry. This is not a minor 
issue. It imperils the service built up so 
carefully and conscientiously during 13 


years. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


SUPPLEMENT To THE 
BritTISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 


Correspondence 


The “ Brains Trust’s” Physician 
Sirn—As “Doctor” the last 
B.B.C. * Brains Trust” gave an opinion 
definitely in favour of a whole-time State 
Medical Service I feel that we ought to 
be allowed to know the “ doctor’s ” name 
in order to form our own evaluation of 
that opinion. Given in such circum- 
stances the opinion is bound to convince 
many people of the necessity for such a 
service before they have heard the 
opinions of equally well-informed doctors 
who hold that such a service will not be 
the best that can be provided for our 
nation (nor, incidentally, for the patient 
or for the profession).—I am, etc.. 
Chester. Davip R. Owen. 


“Vested Interest in Disease ” 


Sir,—Ata recent meeting of the “ Brains 
Trust” the question regarding the advisa- 
bility or otherwise of a National Medical 
Service was discussed, and the net result 
was neither very enlightening nor very 
learned. 

I strongly deprecate the constant refer- 
ence to the “vested medical interest in 
disease.” Catch phrases are always 
insidious and frequently convey a quite 
erroneous impression. Have lawyers a 
vested interest in the administration of the 
law, bankers in banking, farmers in 
supplying the necessary food to sustain 
life, etc.? Apparently it is only the 
medical profession whose alleged vested 
interest Is Open to suspicion, and yet no 
body of men has ever done so much to 
lessen its own work by discovering and 
practising methods to prevent disease. 
The “distinguished physician” was not 
very helpful. 

The ancient statement that the Chinese 
only pay to be kept healthy was brought 
forward, as would naturally be expected. 
My invariable answer to that is that such 
a scheme would be of financial benefit to 
the profession, as a rigid scale of rules 
would be drawn up, with an appropriate 
fine for every broken rule. Evolution is 
always with us. and the medical profes- 
sion is not and never has been against 
change, but revolution is quite another 
matter. 

The medical profession has in the past 
looked after the interests and welfare of 
the human body far more efficiently than 
Parliament has looked after the interests 
and welfare of the body politic. Why, 
therefore, put the more efficient under the 
control of the less efficient? It is the 
lack of moral courage to face realities that 
has been largely responsible for the 
present cataclysm, and I do hope the 
medical profession will not be so spine- 
less, but will fight courageously for the 
best interests of the public, without fear 
or favour, and will not be jockeyed into 
a course they do not whole-heartedly 
approve. Some change must be made, 
but see that it is one of evolution, not 
revolution.—I am, etc., 


Birkenhead. D. J. Gatr JOHNSTON. 


Doctors’ Part in Post-war Planning 

Sirn,—Your correspondent Dr. A. H. 
Gregson (Supplement, May 2, p. 70) 
postulates a formula that it is impossible 
to reject in common-sense planning. No 
change in the nation’s medical service 
alone will bring about this requisite state 
of aftairs—the improvement in the living 


conditions of the masses—without a back- 
ground on the lines indicated by Dr. 
Gregson, and also on previous occasions 
by Dr. Torrens. But to impose this 
opinion upon the politicians, controlled as 
they are by the party machines, which in 
turn are controlled by vested interests, 
looks well-nigh an impossible task. Only 
by the B.M.A., as the representative body, 
being able to speak, negotiate, and act on 
behalf of an overwhelming majority of 
the profession will there be any likeli- 
hood of this desirable state of affairs 
being attained. 

At the moment the B.M.A. has, it is 
understood, 40,000 members. But who 
would for a moment believe that the 
Association represented the views of 
25%? That is the rub. No direct 
blame can be attached to the B.M.A. 
The fault lies entirely in the lethargy of 
the average practitioner. Once that 
lethargy is tackled, and he is made 
medico-politically minded, then the 
negotiating power of the Association will 
count for something in the minds not 
only of the politicmn and of the civil 
servant but also of the public, always so 
suspicious of “expert” advisers.—I am, 
etc., 

Lincoln. 


S. Wray. 


H.M. Forces Appointments 


ROYAL NAVY 


Surg. Lieuts. L. Merrill, B. M. Goldsworthy. G. L. 
Hardman, S. Miles to be Surg. Lieut.-Cmdrs. 


Royat NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE 


Surg. Cmdr. C. Macartney has been placed on 
the Retired List with rank of Surg. Capt. 

Prob. Temp. Surg. Lieuts. H. D. Plunkett. J. W. 
Wier, J. T. Morgan, N. L. MacLeod, J. V. 
Laverick, D. V. Stott, W. G. P. Wells, J. Glass, 
R. W. M. Morrison, C. W. Wilson, T. D. C. Lewis, 
R. F. Kingston, P. W. Isaac, I. G. Forbes, C. I. 
Griffiths, R. R. B. Baxendine, W. J. Thompson, 
P. F. Longford, R. R. H. Lovell, G. A. S. Car- 
michael, J. J. Commerell, G. A. Betts, D. S. Porter, 
J. C. W. Hopkyns to be Temp. Surg. Lieuts. 


ARMY 


Col. (Temp. Brig.) P. H. Mitchiner, C.B.E., T.D., 
K.H.S., T.A., has been granted the acting rank of 
Maijor-Gen. 

The following Consultants have been granted the 
local rank of Brig.: Col. L. E. H. Whitby. C.V.O., 
M.C., T.A.R.O., and Col. (temp.) N. St. J. G. D. 
Buxton, R.A.M.C. 

Col. (Temp. Brig.) C. H. Stringer, D.S.O., O.B.E.. 
late R.A.M.C., on completion of four years in the 
rank, is retained on the Active List, supernume:ary 
to establishment. 

Col. S. J. Barry, late R.A.M.C., having attained 
the age for retirement, is retained on the Active 
List supernumerary to establishment. 

Col. E. G. S. Cane, D.S.O., late R A.M.C., has 
retired on retired pay. 

The following Lieut.-Cols., from R.A.M.C., to be 
Cols.: Col. (temp.) W. D. Arthur, M.B.E., Lieut.- 
Col. A. E. S. Pringle-Pattison, Col. (temp.) (local 
Brig.) S. Smith, K.H.P. 


ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 


Col. E. G. S. Cane, D.S.O., retired pay, late 
R.A.M.C., has reverted to the rank of Lieut.-Col. 
whilst employed during the present emergency. 

Lieut.-Cols. H. S. Milne, M.C., and S. O. Dolan, 
having attained the age for retirement, are retained 
on the Active List supernumerary to establishment. 

The following Majors to be Lieut.-Cols.: M. B. 
King, M.C., S. Dickie; Lieut,-Col. (acting) 
W. H. A. D. Sutton; Cols. (acting) W. W. S. 
Sharpe and W. D. Newland, M.C. 

The notification regarding the promotion of Lieut. 
N. E. O'Neill to be Capt. in a Supplement to the 
London Gazette dated Oct. 25, 1940, is cancelled. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY, R.A.M.C. 


War Subs. Capt. J. J. Davis has relinquished his 
commission on account of ill-health and is granted 
the rank of Major. 

War Subs. Capt. A. F. Chalkley has relinquished 
his commission on account of ill-health and retains 
his rank. 

Supern. for Service with Durham Univ. Contin- 
gent, Senior Training Corps (Med. Unit).—E. J. 
Field and A. H. Emslie-Smith to be Lieuts. 


WOMEN’S FORCES 
EMPLOYED WITH THE R.A.M.C. 

The following M.O.s have been granted com- 
missions in the rank of Lieut.: Mary E. J. Thornton, 
Laura M. Bates, Helena O'Hara, Agnes W. B. F. 
O’Gorman, Constantine M. F. Purves, Meta H. 
Edmond, Margaret Ball, Hilary Crymble, Cecile R. 
Doniger, Ada M. Woods. 


POSTGRADUATE NEWS 


The Fellowship of Medicine announces a week-end 
course in rheumatism at St. Stephen's Hospital, 
Sat. & Sun., June 27 & 28. 


WEEKLY POSTGRADUATE DIARY 


BRITISH POSTGRADUATE MepicaL SCHOOL, Ducane 
Road, W.—Daily, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Medical 
Clinics, Surgical Clinics and Operations, Obstetrics 
and Gynaecological Clinics and Operations. Daily, 
1.30 p.m.,  Post-mortems. Tues., 10 a.m., 
Paediatric Clinic ; 11 a.m., Gynaecological Clinic. 
Wed., 11.30 a.m., Clinico-pathological Conference 
(Medical) ; 2 p.m., The Pathology of some Bone 
Diseases, Prof. Dible. Thurs., 2 p.m., Dermato- 
logical Clinic. Fri., 12.15 p.m., Clinico-patho- 
logical Conference (Surgical); 2 p.m., Clinico- 
patholegical Conference (Gynaecologicai) ; 2 p.m., 
Sterility Clinic. 

“FELLOWSHIP OF Menprcine, 1. Wimpole Street, W. 
—West End Hospital for Nervous Diseases : Tues. 
& Fri.. 3 p.m. Course in Neurology. National 
Hospital for Diseases of the Heart: Tues. & 
Wed., 10 a.m. Out-patient Clinics. St. John 
Clinic & Institute of Physical Medicine: Mon. & 
Wed., 3.30 p.m. Lecture-demonstiation on UItra- 
violet Irradiation Therapy. 

LONDON SCHOOL OF DERMATOLOGY, §, Lisle Street, 
W.C.—Wed., 4.30 Dr. W. Griffith: 
Eczema. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND 
LECTURES 


COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND, Lincoln's 
Inn Fields, W.C.—Museum lecture-demonstrations 
by Prof. A. J. E. Cave. Mon., 4 p.m., Develop- 
mental Defects of the Face and Palate ; Tues., 4 
p.m., The Heart and Pericardium; Fri., 4 p.m., 
Serous, Mucous, and Synovial Membranes. 


RoyaL Society OF MEeEDICINS.—Mon., 4.30 p.m. 
Section of Odontology. Tues., 4.30 p.m. Section 
of Psychiatry; 5S p.m. Meeting of Fellows. 
Thurs., 4.30 p.m. Section of Neurology ; 5 p.m. 
Section of Dermatology. Fri., 2.30 p.m. Section 
of Epidemiology ; 4.45 p.m. Section of Disease 
in Children. 


-Mep-caL Socrety oF Lonpon.—At Middlesex 


Hospital, Mon., 5 p.m. Clinical meeting. 


B.M.A.: Branch and Division Meetings 
to be Held 

BriGHTON Diviston.—At Royal Sussex County 

Hospital, Thurs., May 21, 3 p.m. Clinical meeting. 


City Diviston.—At Metropolitan Hospital, Kings- 
land Road. E., Mon., May 18, 3.45 p.m. Dr. 
Norman Hill: Peptic Ulcer. 


Giascow & WEST OF SCOTLAND BRANCH.— At 
Institution of Engineers and Shipbuilders, 39, Elm- 
bank Crescent, Glasgow, Tues., May 19, 3.30 p.m. 
Annual gereral meeting. 


NortTH OF ENGLAND BRrANCH.—Joint meeting with 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Northern Counties Medi- 
cal Society at Royal Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, Thurs., May 21, 7.15 p.m.. radiological 
demonstration in radium dept.; 8.30 p.m., Sir 
Charles Wilson: Morale. All Service medical 
officers in area of Branch are invited to attend. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, & DEATHS 


The charge for inserting announcements under this 
head is 10s. 6d. This amount should be forwarded 
with the notice, authenticated with the name and 
address of the sender, and should reach the Adver- 
tisement Manager not later than first post Monday 
morning to ensure insertion in the current issue. 


MARRIAGE 
Hume—Snarp.—On May 8, 1942, Chief Officer 
A. James Hume, R.M.N., to V. Ruth Sharp, 
M.B., B.S., D.T.M.&H., Colonial Medical 
Service, Zanzibar. 
DEATHS 


BucHAN.—On April 22, 1942, at 267, Baring Road. 
Grove Park, London, S.E.12, Carl Joseph Barrett 
Buchan, M.B., Ch.B.Glas., husband of Georgina 
Scott. 

PooLer.—On Monday, May 11, 1942, Dr. A. F. R. 
Pooler, aged 42 years, of Stonebroom, Derbys. 
Hon. Secretary of the Chesterfield Division, 
B.M.A. 

Warp.—On May 3, 1942, at Warborough House. 
Galmpton, Nr. Brixham, S. Devon, Thomas 
Hamilton Ward, M.D.Edin., aged 77. 
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